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Part of My Preparatory Lecture Notes for
“Intercultural Communication”

—Section I-1: The poet Matsuo Basho’s hokku
“Furuike ya kawazu tobikomu mizu no oto™—

Kihachiro OKUDA

This is part of my preparatory lecture notes for “Intercultural
Communication.” In section I-1, the author deals with many
comprehensive data on the hokku of poet Matsuo Basho
(1644-94) : Furuike ya kawazu tobikomu mizu no oto.

The poet Basho is one of the most representative figures of
Japanese culture, along with Saigyo in traditional poetry, Sogi
in linked verse, Sesshu in painting, and Rikyu in tea ceremony.

It was Basho who succeeded in raising haiku from mere
verse called haikai to the level of real poetry expressing a
meaningful reaction to reality beyond simple wit and humor.

Basho was born in Iga Province (Mie Prefecture). As a
youth he was the companion of the son of his feudal lord in
Kyoto. Here Basho learned the tea ceremony and studied

* B EEBD ) MERFEEREIE SO - SRR - Rk I a2 —
vav

Professor, Faculty of International Studies, Keiai University; English Literature
History, English Language Origins, introduction to English and American literature,
intercultural communication.

R ERRRFZE ) 45 19 %5/ 2007 4E 7 203



haikai with Kitamura Kigin (1623-1705). After the death of his
young friend and patron, Basho moved to Edo (present-day
Tokyo), where he built his “banana-tree (basho) hermitage”
and worked seriously at writing haiku or hokku.
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The sound of the water. (R.H. Blyth)

The ancient pond
A frog leaps in

The sound of the water. (Donald Keene)

The old jumps in:
A frog jumps in :
The water’s sound.  ($iAKH)

RERMRAT 10 AoZhTho [HER] 2#ih L. ThZThoREz
HBLT, PROSDORSTEELEL ThIz,

%k %k ok k ok ok k%

A (2o M) (&, RIL209 X— I Thifihze [#HFE] 235/
—FThb,

SUE. AHLUBEIE, Z@#HENOAERL, 512, TITHLD
BN L IZRD VT b Th b,

EEOMH L 72 8FEIE. 4 £ XA Brian W. Powele & [V & %00
HA] (My Humorous Japan, 1992) TH 5o WU, HRDOIALY 5 v 7 (cu-
ture shocks) & 3%1F72. 4 ¥V Z A Powele DREFFRZ T A% L EAL
72 Ty AETHE, TN, BLVWELTHS, L2rd, Sl TR
o7y ZENY TH D, THUIIEL S RAFAMEOEFETH - T, &
WRZEB o/ THbE, ZOE. TNDBWHLI-OTHS, /2. Th
X, HRADZELET-HIZE ST, ZEZSEOLNLINETH-7LH)TH
5o

B Z1E. Powele lZ. Z® [Fi! (ntwoduction) OHT,

Do you enjoy a joke or perhaps laughing at life itself? Do you want to bet-
ter your English without a lot of dull textbooks? If the answer is ‘yes’ to

both these questions then this little book is for you.
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Part I, Part 1 # % 2 ($5£ 913 &, F720 Part 01, Part IV Z @D X5 e 12
& DlzOVFENIEI R D E R B,

Powele &, Z1LUTHelT T,

A

First let me tell you something about it. It’s made up from the collected

stories from the NHK Radio Eigo Kaiwa magazine. Many readers wrote to

me suggesting it might be a good idea to put them together in book

form so here it is. In fact, I would like to thank my loyal readers for their

cheerful and encouraging letters over the past years.
L. CORDPMEED o HRICOWTHED, mEICEHET 5, 2 LT
Powele IZ. HIZ,

One reader wrote, “The stories are about the same situations that I

myself have been in: the rush hour on the Yamanote Line, skiing, staying

in a ryokan, trouble with the neighbours and many others. It’s interest-

ing to rest a foreigner’s opinion about them. I like to laugh at them too.
&y HBADOTRO—EETINT 5. HADHH X, EHH Powele D, FEE
ARBRL 72, HARICBT 23 3 v 7 & BARIIZEF T, 2 s 13t
LIAELTWa, Bld. 1 FVANTHLEEVRBRL7:, TOHAD
XY a3y 7 2R LD S, MERVEFPRLDZ, Thid, HARA
ELT, MWIPLLATAHTHLENLTH b

DL ~ADAFYAADPHAIIRT, HADAEFHOHRT, w5

WARANF X — - Tav s hkZFTnSEILE, BT, LA 20D
W RIEN ) — PO—ETH b,
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