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Books on Japan and Japanese Culture Read in the U.S.
During the Russo-Japanese Walit] 2[1

Satoshi SHIOZAKI

The obijective of this report is to provide additional information
on the hypothesis of my previous one—that is, the source of
knowledge about Japan that was mainly provided to American
readers during the Russo-Japanese War was the writings of
American writers, not those of prominent Japanese who
stayed in the U.S.

To support this hypothesis, the bestseller lists in the monthly
periodical The Bookman and the column of the most demanded
books in the New York Public Library, which appeared in The
Bulletin of the New York Public Library, are referred to.
According to these sources, almost the same result, though
different in some points, is proven.

As further research, the interest in Russia, Korea, China,
and Manchuria among American readers is compared with
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that in Japan in terms of both quality and quantity. It shows
that the Russo-Japanese War certainly inspired the intellectual
curiosity of American readers about the Far East in general.
Above all, Japan seems to have been the most outstanding
object of concern, as far as the themes of American publica-
tions showed.

In addition, the geographical difference in level of interest
in Japan among local readers is examined, and it turns out that
books on Japan were demanded most in Philadelphia and least in
Chicago.

The three materials used in these reports are to be examined in
more detail and from a different point of view by some
researchers, which is what | expect.
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