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A Preliminary Study
on the Early Brazilian Black Movement,
Focusing on Its Development and Dynamics

Tatsuhiro YAZAWA

Brazil saw its first black movement in the first half of the twen-
tieth century. This article tries to outline its development,
paying special attention to its internal divergences and rivalries.
Although a large part of the nascent black middle class was
indifferent to the movement, activists through their own
newspapers tried to raise race consciousness and asserted the
need for uplifting of the race as a whole. Such organizations as
the Palmares Civic Center and the Brazilian Black Front even
approached politicians and legislators seeking their help in
exchange for blacks’ support. Regardless of frequent calls for
unification by one of the black journals, The Clarion of Dawri] O
Clarim da Alvoradal] black activists never formed any signifi-
cant coalition due to differences in orientation and political affil-
iation. One should take account of this background when
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examining the views and opinions of the activists that appeared in
the black press.
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