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The Foundation of West Germany and
International Control of the Ruhr

Shin KANEKO

This article deals with the “Ruhr Problem” in the foundation
process of the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) from
1948 to 1949. It is concerned with how the heavily industrial
areas of the Ruhr in Occupied Germany were controlled eco-
nomically and politically.

Firstly, the negotiations at the London Conference on the
“Ruhr Problem” are analyzed in the larger context of negotia-
tions in relation to the establishment of the FRG. For example,
in France, establishment of the International Authority for the
Ruhr (IAR) was a precondition for the fusion of the French
occupational zone with the Anglo-American zone. However,
the Anglo-American governments strongly opposed this.
Despite this fact, at the London conference in February-June
of 1948, America, England, and the Benelux countries ac-
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cepted the IAR since they wanted to establish the FRG as soon
as possible. There, the American government gave security
guarantees to guard against German remilitarization, and the
French government accepted the very limited power of the
IAR.

Secondly, the reactions by the FRG government to the
Allied demand for German participation in the IAR are exam-
ined. The case of Federal Chancellor Konrad Adenauer is ex-
plained. German participation in the IAR and Adenauer’s
acceptance of the participation are explained by the Allied
agreement to reduce the demontage of factories in the Ruhr
areas.
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