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Translation of a Medieval German Merchant’s Diary (1)
—Tagebuch des LUKAS REM aus den Jahren, 1494—1541—

Takeshi YAMAMOTO

This paper translates a medieval German merchant’s diary
into Japanese in order to examine the mentality of a merchant
in south Germany in medieval times. This diary was written
by Lukas Rem in the sixteenth century and edited by B. Greiff
in 1861. This edition was titled Tagebuch des LUKAS REM aus
den Jahren 1494—1541, Ein Beitrag zur Handelsgeschichte der Stadt
Augusburg.

Lukas Rem was born in 1481 in Augsburg. His grandfather
had changed all his property into money and invested in
Venetian trade, as the first person who imported cotton. He
had made it in business and become one of the richest people
in Augsburg.

Lukas was 13 years old that he was sent to Venice to study
the skills of bookkeeping and so on. He was 17 years old that
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he was formally employed as a member of the Welser com-
pany. He visited many countries, including Lisbon in Portugal
(1503—-1510), the Madeira islands (1509), the Canaries
(1509), and Antwerp in the Netherlands (1511-1516).

Lukas resigned the Welser company and founded his own
trading company in 1518. In the same year he got married to
Anna Ehem, 18, in Augsburg. He had seven children, of whom
three died early in life. Lukas was so gifted with business abil-
ity as to increase the starting capital from 9,000 to 56,980
Gulden at the end of his life. He suffered from paralysis and
rheumatism in his later years, so he frequently went to a hot
spring resort to recover his health. After his last hot spring
cure in 1540, he died at the age of 60 in September 1541. As a
whole, he was a typical successful merchant as an employee
and an employer at the golden age of the south Germany com-
merce in medieval times.
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