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Coups d’etat and Elections in Africa, 1960-1999

Takehiko OCHIAI

The aim of this article is to examine coups d’etat and elections
that occurred in sub-Saharan Africa between 1960 and 1999
with detailed figures and tables. Coups accounted for the
greatest number of government changes in postcolonial sub-
Saharan Africa, where there were 72 successful coups d’etat
during the period. However, there was a marked decrease in
coups in the 1990s. In the 1970s, 23 coups occurred in Africa,
but in the 1990s there were only 9 successful coups. In contrast,
presidential and parliamentary elections based on multiparty
democracy have dramatically increased since the end of the
1980s, and today constitutional changes of government
through democratic elections are more common.
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