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Congressman P.B. Porter’s Internal Improvement Policy

Hisayo KUSHIDA

Peter Buell Porter, from upstate New York, is best known as a
war hawk who insisted on war with Great Britain before the
War of 1812. He also played an important role as a congress-
man, actively pushing for national internal improvement
during his time in the U.S. House of Representatives, from
1809 to 1812. Porter drafted “A Bill for the Improvement of
the United States by Public Roads and Canals,” with Senator
John Pope from Kentucky, and delivered a statement to sup-
port this bill in 1810. His congressional activity in this area
increased following Secretary of the Treasury Albert
Gallatin’s release of “The Report on the Roads and Canals,”
which proposed a national internal improvement plan within
the U.S. Constitution. Pope and Porter’s bill could be viewed
as a congressional reaction to Gallatin’s report.
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Although their bill was based on Gallatin’s national idea
and plan, it brought about a slightly different national internal
improvement plan that emphasized internal navigation
between the west and east using the Great Lakes and the
Hudson River.

This paper analyzes the differences between Gallatin’s re-
port and Porter’s policy and examines the characteristics of
Porter’s internal improvement policy in the context of the his-
tory of national internal improvement.
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