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The Nigerian Progress Union

Takehiko OCHIAI

The Nigerian Progress Union was founded by Nigerian stu-
dents in London in 1924 “to raise in Nigeria and elsewhere a
fund for definite educational purposes chief among which are:
scholarships for Nigerian youths; the maintenance and multi-
plication of schools in Nigeria; the foundation of a hostel in
London for African students; and the promotion of research
into West African laws, customs and institutions.” The NPU
has been paid little scholarly attention, because it was short-
lived and small in scale. However, the NPU was a prototype
of the West African Students’ Union (WASU), which was
founded in 1925 and greatly contributed to the promotion of
nationalism and pan-Africanism in West Africa, so more schol-
arly attention should be paid to the forerunner of the WASU.
The aim of this article is to examine the activities of the NPU
through mainly analyzing the minute book of the union, which
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1s kept in the Solanke Collection, Gandhi Library, at the
University of Lagos.
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