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The “Manchurian Incident” and
Japanese Political-Military Relations

Fuhito KANDA

The purpose of this article is to clarify the change of political-
military relations in prewar Japan caused by the “Manchuria
n Incident.” Many document collections, monographs, and
scholarly articles have been published regarding this incident.
These studies have shown the rapid enlargement of military
power following the incident and how this growing military in-
fluence led to the February 26 Incident and the war with
China. From this point, the military had total control over
Japanese politics.

The above studies and monographs, however, have not
clarified how the military intervention in the “Manchurian I
ncident” differed from two prior acts of undeclared war on the
part of Japan. Like the “Manchurian Incident,” the Siberian
Intervention and the Shandong Intervention were both acts of
undeclared war. However, there were important differences
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between them and the later “Manchurian Incident.”

The earlier military interventions in Siberia and Shandong
Province were carried out with the prior approval of the
Japanese cabinet. In the case of the “Manchurian Incident,”
however, military action was initiated by the Guandong Army
and only later approved by the cabinet and then by the
Emperor. This is the key difference between the “Manchuria
n Incident” and those in Siberia and Shandong. It marks the
turning point in prewar political-military relations and the be-
ginning of the military’s march toward political control.
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