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How did university students perceive
the “Yasashii-nihongo” lecture?
— An analysis of a free answer questionnaire
after an on-demand class —

HASEGAWA Yoriko / INOUE Rizu

“Yasashii-nihongo” is a type of Japanese that is simpler than
regular Japanese, making it easier to understand for foreign-
ers who are not very good at Japanese. The purpose of this
study is to clarify how university students perceived “Yasashii-
nihongo” lectures in an on-demand class and to examine
whether there were differences in how they perceived the lec-
ture depending on its structure. For the on-demand class, we
made two videos of 15-minute lectures each on “Yasashii-
nihongo” (Video 1: Conceptual explanation [What is
“Yasashii-nihongo”], Video 2: Explanation of linguistic rules
[How to make “Yasashii-nihongo”]). The videos were distrib-
uted to 139 Japanese teacher training course students, and
half of the students watched in the order of “Video 1 — Video
2” and the other half in the order of “Video 2 — Video 1.”
After completing the lecture, we administered a free-answer
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questionnaire asking, “what did you learn through the lec-
ture?” and obtained data for 108 students. After confirming
that there was no difference in the number of views of each
video, quantitative text analysis was performed using KH-
Coder.

The analysis revealed that the students understood what
“Yasashii-nihongo” is and how it is associated with their per-
sonal experiences. From the feature words extracted by KH-
Coder and the co-occurrence network diagram created, it was
found that the content of the answer about what was learned
was strongly related to the content of the first video viewed out
of the two videos.
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