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A Review of Sino-Japanese
Ties and Relevant Problems

Tatsuo KONDO

Sino-Japanese relations were normalized on September 29,
1972. Bilateral relations hit their lowest ebb since normaliza-
tion in 1996. Therefore, I find significance in the task of re-
viewing the past, looking ahead to the future, and sorting out
problems as we observe the 25th anniversary of normalization
this year.

Economic and other exchanges between Japan and China
have registered phenomenal growth in the past 25 years. In es-
tablishing nomal diplomatic relations, the two governments
said in a joint communique that cultivating mutually benefi-
cial, good-neighborly relations was in the interests of the
peoples of the two countries and would contribute to the
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relaxation of tensions in Asia and world peace. The record of
personnel and commodity exchanges in the past 25 years lives
up more or less to that aspiration.

But not everything has gone smoothly between Japan and
China during this period. It was not until 1978 that the two
countries proceeded from normalization to the conclusion of
the Sino-Japanese Treaty of Peace and Friendship. In addition
to domestic circumstances in both countries, the matter of how
to deal with the Soviet Union held up the treaty. Other unre-
solved differences have reared their heads at every turn to
strain bilateral relations—for example, over how to see the
wars they fought in the past, visits paid by Japanese cabinet
ministers to Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo (which is dedicated to
Japan’s war dead), Japan’s ties with Taiwan, the disputed
Senkaku Islands near Taiwan, the redefined Japan-U. S. secu-
rity system, and China’s nuclear development program.
Threatening to worsen mutual mistrust, these are tough issues
that call for both sides to do more to explore their resolution
through better understanding.

Sino-Japanese relations have implications that affect the
peace and development of Asia and the world. It 1s going to be
increasingly essential to look at these relations in the context of
international developments as a whole. Jockeying among
Japan, the United States, China, and Russia will cast a signifi-

cant shadow on the evolving Asian situation.
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