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From an Ultra-nationalistic History Teaching of Japan
toward teaching History as Science

(Part 1)

Takashi TAMURA

In this paper, the author tries to analyze the matter of the text-
books of “Japanese history” (kokushi EI5%) and “Ethics” (shiishin
155) for pupils of the elementary school before the Second
World War. These textbooks were all edited by the State itself.
“Ethics” was revised five times and “Japanese history” six times.
The purpose of these textbooks was to mold Japanese people
who were loyal to the Emperor (Tenné K1) and the State.
From the beginning of the battle with China in 1931 to the
end of the Pacific War with the U.S.A. in 1945, the more Japan
tumbled down the slope from the loss of the war, the more the
matters of the textbooks escalated to bring up the Japanese
who gave his blood willingly for the Emperor and for his State.
Firstly, the author confirms and shows this trend in the text-
books of “Japanese history” which were revised for the fourth
(1934), fifth (1940) and sixth (1943) times, and in the text-
books of “Ethics” for the fourth (1933) and fifth (1941) times.

“Ethics” was abolished after the Second World War, because
of its overly right-nationalistic tendency, and then the new
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Constitution was proclaimed by the Japanese government
under the control of the GHQ in 1946 and formally established
in 1947. After the history teaching which had been ultra-nation-
alistic and directly connected with Japanese mythology was
reviewed, the new textbook of “Japanese history” was edited by
younger Japanese scholars who were appointed by the Ministry
of Education under the direction of the GHQ. This new edition
for elementary pupils named “KUNI NO AYUMI { \ZD & W &
Steps of the Nation” was issued in September 1946. Secondly, the
author studies if this new version contains a scientific considera-
tion and description of Japanese history. Finally, the author
comes to the conclusion that these changes show the first step
toward teaching Japanese history as science, and is different
from the previous mythological approach before the War,
although it keeps some remnants of respect for the Emperor.
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