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Contingent Citizenship

— Parallels between the Muslim Ban
and Incarceration of Japanese Americans —

Yoko MURAKAWA

Japanese American community activists have long expressed
concern about the treatment of Muslims and Arabs in
America, particularly since September 11. Their anxiety now
seems to be more imminent as they see parallels between their
own experiences during WWII and that of Muslim American
community, both being targeted for surveillance, US citizen-
ship renunciation and deportation. Negative political rhetoric
around Muslims and Arabs persists. ‘Anti-terrorist’ policies
seem to be seriously eroding civil liberties of innocent resi-
dents and citizens in the name of ‘national security’ again.

In June 2018 the US Supreme Court upheld the President
Trump’s travel ban, in which Chief Justice Roberts officially
admitted the Korematsu decision in 1944, which had upheld
the constitutionality of the Japanese American incarceration
policy, is unconstitutional. Sotomayor’s dissent argues, howev-
er, “the Court redeploys the same dangerous logic underlying
Korematsu and merely replaces one ‘gravely wrong’ with
another.” The negative legacy of Korematsu has been taken
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over and left as a ‘loaded weapon’.

And Then They Came for Us
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