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A Study of Project-Based English Teaching
at Japanese Elementary Schools

— Effective Methods for Developing
Children’s Communicative Abilities —

Keiko SATO

According to official Japanese government guidelines, chil-
dren’s overall communicative abilities may be enhanced
through acquiring a second language at elementary level.
Although appropriate methods and activities for English
teaching at elementary level have been rationalized, schools
still face difficulties in devising strategies for teaching young
learners. In this context, I argue that project-based English
teaching may be one effective strategy for developing chil-
dren’s communicative abilities. On the basis that second lan-
guages are acquired from language content and personal
experience rather than grammar skills, the strategy of project-
based teaching is discussed in the light of current circum-
stances in schools and children’s cognitive development.
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