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Consensus Building in Foreign Policy of Japan
— From Policy of the Government and Local Governments —

Akira MIZUGUCHI

In this paper, I point out the importance of forming con-
sensus among citizens in the development of foreign policy.
With this consideration in mind, I discuss (1) the relationship
between consensus formation and policy, (2) the mechanisms
of foreign policy planning, (3) political-driven foreign policy
in Japan, and (4) international activities of Japanese local gov-
ernments. Based on this, I confirm that the efforts of munic-
palities, while not entirely sufficient have made substantial
strides in the implementtion of subjectively measureable inter-
national activities while seeking consensus with residents.
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