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Asakawa Kan’ichi and World War 1
— August in Paris, 1915—

Yukimi MASUI

Asakawa Kan’ichi (1873-1948) lived in the United States most of
his lifetime, first as a student and later as a scholar of history. He
left Yokohama in the winter of 1895 and died in a summer
resort of New England in 1948. His purpose in studying abroad
was to become a man who would serve both his own country and
the world.

Being faithful to own words, his early work, “The Russo-
Japan Conflict” (1904), was well received by intellectuals of
the time, and numerous lectures on the Far East to American
audiences followed. That was when Japan started to become
involved in the “century of war and peace.” Some 30 years
later, Asakawa again tried to take a great responsibility as a
trained scholar. He wrote the draft of a letter from President F.
D. Roosevelt to Emperor Hirohito aimed at avoiding war
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between Japan and the United States in 1941. History shows
that it was not successful; the Emperor received the letter around
the time that the first attack on Pearl Harbor was about to start.

Asakawa was indeed a man of service, and the “Asakawa
Papers,” which have been kept at Yale University, reveal that
this was so during World War I as well. He in fact wrote many let-
ters to the prime minister of Japan, Okuma Shigenobu, asking
him to be sensitive to world criticism of Japanese policy toward
China. His scholarly interest, however, was not limited to Asian
issues. Asakawa decided to see Europe in wartime, for he knew
that was when you would see particular behavior of the people.
He visited Italy, France, and England for three months in the sum-
mer of 1915. In this paper I focus on his stay in Paris. Using
Asakawa’s diaries as a primary source, I would like to reveal
how he interpreted the war and people in France.

Moreover, I present an interview given to Eugene Tardieu of
L’Echo de Paris in the form of a translation, which I believe
appears here for the first time since its publication. It is interesting
to note that Asakawa was interviewed as an élranger in America.
Tardieu’s purpose was to show how Americans would think
about the war in Europe through a third person. Answering his
questions, Asakawa was beginning to reconstruct his own view of
American nationality.
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