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Translation of a German Doctor’s Diary

in Early Modern Augsburg (1)
— Das Tagebuch des Augsburger Arztes und Stadtphysicus
Dr. Philipp Hoechstetter, 1579-1635 —

Takeshi YAMAMOTO

The purpose of this paper is to translate a German doctor’s diary into
Japanese in order to study the mentality of a burgher in early modern
Germany. This diary was written by Dr.Philipp Hoechstetter, and was edited
by Josef Herz in 1976. This edition was titled Das Tagebuch des Augsburger
und Stadtphysicus Dr. Philipp Hoechstetter 1579~1635.

The main points in this translation are as follows.

(1) The Thirty Years’ War broke out in Germany at the beginning of the
17th. Century. This war had a bad influence on the daily life of the
burgher in Augsburg. Dr. Phillip experienced want of foods and suffered
from the rise in the price of foods. Two—thirds of his children ( 10 persons )
died young, of famine.

(2) He was a Protestant. So he was dismissed many times from medical

work in a charity hospital without notice by the Roman Catholic city
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council. But when the Swedish troops(the Protestants’ troops) advanced
to Augsburg, he was reinstated at his old job. Thus the employment and
dismissal obviously was caused by the religious conflict between the
Roman Catholics and the Protestants in the Augsburg city council.

(3) In spite of his misfortunes, he raised five children to maturrity, and
gave them education in writing, arithmetic, dialectic, Latin, sewing and
other subjects. His firstborn son became a merchant; his third son, a
doctor; and his fourth daughter, a pharmacist’s wife.

In this research I examine the Lifecycle and the self—discernment of a
burgher’s family of Augsburg city around the turn of the 17th century in

the future.
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