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An Essay on Historical Representation of
Japanese/Asian Americans:

Beyond “Exceptionalism” in Redress Historiography

Yoko MURAKAWA

Asian Americans, to say nothing of Japanese Americans, have long been
depicted as something exceptional in its historiography, being refused
entrance and denied naturalization till 1943 for Chinese and 1952 for
Japanese. Japanese Americans, especially, were so, experiencing
unprecedented large—scaled incarceration during WWII and could
successfully rectify the injustices committed against them in 1980s and 90s.
The “redress historiography,” emphasizing Japanese/Asian American
“exceptionalism,” too much, however, sometimes let us lose sight of bigger
picture.

In this essay, based on the administrative documents made by U.S.
immigration bureaucrats, whose role is to formulate the national
immigration policy and to enforce it, whose views are broader, longer—
termed and more extensive than ordinary people, generality or coherence
but not exceptionalism of history of Japanese/Asian Americans would be

reexamined and reconsidered
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