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The mysterious and dangerous world of Saikaku’s story:
Reading between the lines

Chiaki HATANAKA

One of the stories included in Saikaku’s Short Stories Gathered from
Various Districts (Saikaku Shokoku Hanashi), “A Pinwheel in
Dreamland” (“Yumeji no Kazaguruma”) is usually seen as a typ-
ical story of someone visiting a strange land, in the same way as
is another story included in the same book, “A Treasure Ship in
Future” (“Yukusue no Takarabune”). But when we try to adapt
a typical template of stories about visiting strange lands to these
two stories, the former deviates from the rules, as opposed to
the latter, which adheres to the rules.

According to SAIJYOU Tsutomu (Mythology of “Spirited Away”
(Sen to Chihiro no Shinwagaku), Tokyo: Shintensha, 2009, p. 24),
we can recognize a typical template from many stories visiting
strange lands. This template has four laws:

I. When the protagonist visits the strange land, he goes
there by chance.

II. Every experience in the strange land is unusual.

III. When the protagonist escapes from the strange land,
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he carries it out through his own will.
IV. After leaving the strange land, the protagonist changes.

Adapting the template to the story “A Pinwheel in
Dreamland,” we find that it lacks the fourth law. Saikaku seems
to decide not to describe any changes of the protagonist.

This paper concludes that we can fill up the blank space con-
cerning the protagonist’s changes with another story by
Saikaku, which is included in Vengeance stories of Samurai (Budo
Denraiki), “The Fatal Sea of Mermaid” (“Inochi Toraruru
Ningyo no Umi”), which suggests that the protagonist, a brave
soldier, will ruin himself without proving himself right.
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