E3d
A= - T T AEHMIZBIT S
JAT S DK R B 2 A5

B KT =

A Study of the Water Usage of
Rural Community of Terai, Low Land in Nepal

Hiroshi MATSUO and Keizo NAKAMURA

The arsenic contamination in the Terai low land in southern
Nepal was officially reported in 1999. Even though the
Nepalese government as well as foreign countries including
Japan have provided arsenic pollution measures the problems
are not fully solved. By our field study it became very clear that
the excessive high value of the arsenic contamination was
locally identified in the study area of Nawalparasi in Terai.

The authors made house-to-house visits at the local villages
in the study area and inquired about the arsenic disease and
the water usage of the villagers. We confirmed that local peo-
ple are still drinking the groundwater polluted by arsenic.
They utilize the well water pumping up from the aquifers
which is located between 15.2m-22.9m below the ground.

Overhead water tank was built at one village as the arsenic
pollution measures but they have problems with electricity
supply and paying maintenance cost etc. It seems that the
drinking water supply by private wells and public wells will
continue in future.
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We would like to recommend local people to excavate sev-
eral As-free deeper wells (about 50m deep) as emergency
measures and the safe drinking water should be provided in
the villages by the small water-supply system. This method
would be practical and it requires less money and time.
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