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Fig.2 Location Map of the Catugan Shell-midden.
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Fig. 5 Jars of the Catugan Shell-midden Site
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ABSTRACT

The Continuity and the Discontinuity of the Occupation
of the Shell-midden Sitesin the Lower Reachesof the Cagayan
River, Northern Luzon

—with the Relation to Floods of the Cagayan River—

Kazuhiko TANAKA

There are two objectives in this article. The First is to clarify the relationship between floods and
the sites in the lower reaches of the Cagayan River. The second is to clarify the correlation of two
sites in this area.

For these objectives, I used the data obtained by the excavations of two shell-midden sites at the
different locations: the Catugan Shell-midden Site (Tanaka 1998a) on the natural riverbank and the Magapit
Shell-midden Site (Aoyagi, Aguilera, Ogawa and Tanaka 1989, 1991) on the limestone hill in the low-
er reaches of the Cagayan River.

The analyses of the excavated data revealed the following facts:

1. The pottery of Layer V of the Catugan Shell-midden Site and the pottery of the upper part of
Layer V of the Magapit Shell-midden Site are almost contemporaneous on the basis of the typologi-
cal analysis of the pottery of both sites.

2. The soil of Layer V of the Catugan Shell-midden Site is the clay partially containing the silt.

3. Layer IV of the Catugan Shell-midden Site and the pottery of Layer V o the same site are typologi-
cally totally different. Layer IV mainly contain the black pottery and the brown pottery. Mean-
while, Layer V mainly contains the red-slipped pottery.

4. The pottery from the lower part of Layer V to Layer II of the Magapit Shell-midden Site is typologi-
cally continuous.

5. The Catugan Shell-midden Site is located on the natural riverbank. The level of the site is about
10 meters above the mean sea level. On the other hand, the Magapit Shell-midden Site is located
on the limestone hill. The level of the site is about 48 meters above the mean sea level.

On the basis of these facts, it is certain that the Catugan Shell-midden Site was abandoned dur-
ing the period marked by the red-slipped pottery, probably because of the flood. Meanwhile, it is also
certain that the Magapit Shell-midden Site was continuously occupied after abandonment of the Catugan
Shell-midden Site. It is probable that the Magapit Shell-midden Site is one of the places where the peo-
ple, who had abandoned the Catugan Shell-midden Site (Layer V) by the flood, transferred.
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