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ABSTRACT

Reclamation of Sanrizuka after the War by Settlers
from Kumejima, Okinawa

Fuhito KANDA, Yoshiko TAKAZAWA

After World War II, settlement and cultivation throughout Chiba Prefecture increased rapidly.

Agricultural Cooperative Societies for land reclamation were organized in quick succession and soon
numbered 113.

This paper investigates the changes affecting agricultural society organized by Okinawans, who settled in
Sanrizuka, Chiba Prefecture after World War II . Traditionally Okinawans emigrated both abroad and to
mainland Japan in large number. People in Kumejima were no exception. One was Chiro YOSEMORI who
was a pharmacist in Hawaii prior to the war. He was in mainland Japan at the last stage of the war and be-
gan, and continued, the movement for the release of goryo bokujyo, or pasture land belonging to the Imperial
Family, to general citizens, including Okinawans.

Yosemori gathered together Okinawans, who could not return to Okinawa, and helped them settle in the
former goryo bokujyo in Sanrizuka. Most of these people were from the island of Kumejima and they became
the central activists of this settlement and movement for land reclamation. This paper looks at the hard-
ships they experienced up until and during the resettlement of this area.

After Yosemori, the management of the society was left to Chitai UEZU, Yosemori's son-in-law, and
other people from Kumejima. When, at last, the settlers had secured their livelihood and attained a fair
level of stability in their daily lives, the government decided to build an airport on their land they were
forced to move.

This paper was mainly written by KANDA after formulating and working over the whole plot with
TAKAZAWA, who cooperated in making the close inspection on the interviews with Professor Tomonori
ISHIKAWA at Ryukyu University, Mr. Chitai UEZU, in Mainland Okinawa, and Mr. Tadashi KIKUNAGA

and Mr. Chiryu UEZU in Kumejima.



