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African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights)
PHE S, BRODOEFEIER SN/ -DOTH 5,
SHIZ, 8046 A LBIE 1 AD 2 EIZh7z 5 TN
YV aVTRHESIN, EBREE»OHEBR SN
HEEREEIIBVT, BRRERERIER I N,
ZLT, MidL72EBh), COEENBIFEEAD
OAU EZETTH - BIFEMEFEIIBVWTT 7Y H
WD NS & L TREMICRIREN/-0TH
%o

3. I\YVAIEEET
EI:

TJYNDAEZR

T 7 ) AN BT D HIE A AHEPRBE D HeA A4
ELTONY D A VEEE, FOREEBE &
LTOT 7 ) A NERBERIIOWTIE, $TI
HET b EBEFE OB B HEDO D DR M 54T
W% ShCV B 0T, ABTRUT, B0
FREHEHERERSOBEHIIOVTENREFNRI
HZERETLHIZEEDW,

INT T 2 WVEEEIR, BT ARIL68 r Sh BB
ENTW5E, ALII3FHHE L Z-TBY, &F1
Tz HRIRUEE, PHEESKh, TOHE 1%

— 125 —



RAMBHR £ 7 5

TIRTARUCAROHER . i H2ETI THE,
WKOWTEDLN TS, F2Hid TRERE,
IZDOWTTHY, E1ETIE "7 7)) AEEE
KOBRBRUHH,. F28ETIE "RESDOHER,,
FEIETIZ "REROFH. HLETIE HEA
FTREFH, AMESH TV S, E38id "
BE, THY., 77) I NEEBEOFERLKIE
DFERIZOVTED LN TV D,

NN T A WVEEIZIE, BOKEICERIISMT
BAEFIRAHIZD (MR L v o -THRE, BIAM
MR (BB 1RO AME) ICHAE Y, FBOEFR
SEREIZAT BHER & W o 2RI, AR UX
{LRIHER (55 2 AR D AHE) . Z L TREDOHER (v
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ABSTRACT
The Human Rights Protection System in Africa

Takehiko OCHIAI

Until the 1970s, the Organization of African Unity (OAU) did not have any systems to deal with
charges of human rights violations within member states, although there had been calls for the establish-
ment of such a human rights system as early as 1961. The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights
was adopted by the OAU in 1981 and came into force in 1986. In 1987, the African Commission on Human
and Peoples’ Rights was established and held its first session in Addis Ababa.

The aim of this article is to analyse the African human rights protection system which mainly consists of
the African Charter and the African Commission.

The principle of non-interference in the domestic affairs of member states was often used to prevent the
OAU from dealing with charges of human rights violations within member states. But in the late 1970s hu-
man rights became a prominent issue in international politics partly because the US President Jimmy Carter
gave the central role to human rights in foreign policy. Massive human rights violations by the regimes of
Idi Amin in Uganda, Macias Nguema in Equatorial Guinea, and Jean-Bedel Bokassa in Central African
Empire also contributed to the final decision of African leaders to move towards creating a human rights
protection system for the continent.

The human rights protection mechanism in Africa has several limitations and shortcomings such as claw-
back clauses in the African Charter and the African Commission's subordination to the OAU Assembly of
Heads of State and Government. The Protocol on the Establishment of an African Court on Human and Peo-
ples’ Rights was adopted at the OAU summit in 1998. The African Court is expected to contribute to the

protection and promotion of human rights in Africa.
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