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A Study of Iconology in The Tale of Peter Rabbit
Takanori HAYASHI
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My dear Noel,

I don’t know what to write to you, so I shall tell you a story about four little rabbits

m
whose names were— Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail and Peter
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Once upon a time there

were four little Rabbits,

and their names were
Flopsy,
Mopsy,
Cotton-tail,
and Peter.
They lived with their Mother
in a sand-bank, underneath the

@
root of a very big fir-tree.
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Then old Mrs. Rabbit took a basket and her umbrella,and went through the wood
(M)
to the baker’s. She bought a loaf of brown bread and five currant buns.
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First he ate some lettuces and French beans; and then he ate some radishes; And
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then, feeling rather sick, he went to look for some parsley.
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Mr. McGregor was on his hands and knees planting out young cabbages,but he
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jumped up and ran after Peter, waving a rake and calling out, ‘Stop thief”
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After losing them, he ran on four legs and went faster, so that I think he might have
got away altogether if he had not unfortunately run into a gooseberry net, and got
caught by the large buttons on his jacket. It was a blue jacket with brass buttons,
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quite new.
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And rushed into the tool-shed, and jumped into a can. It would have been a beauti-
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ful thing to hide in, if it had not had so much water in it.
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Then he tried to find his way straight across the garden, but he became more and
more puzzled. Presently, he came to a pond where Mr. McGregor filled his water-cans.
A white cat was staring some gold-fish, she sat very, very still, but now and then the
tip of her tail twitched as if it were alive. Peter thought it best to go away without
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speaking to her; he had heard about cats from his cousin, little Benjamin Bunny.
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Mr. McGregor hung up the little jacket and the shoes for a scare-crow to frighten
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the blackbirds.
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