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On Sherwood Anderson’s “ Death in the Woods”
— The Significance of the Life and Death of an Old Woman —
Yoshikazu SAKUMA

Out of me unworthy and unknown
The vibrations of deathless music:
"With malice toward none, with charity for all.”

— Edgar Lee Masters
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W IEIHEEDIT X 3 ) ETULMEH - 720 — 'He wouldn't have married her if the German
farmer hadn’t tried to tell him where to get off.”®
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How was she going to get everything fed? — that was her problem. The dogs had to
be fed. There wasn’t enough hay in the barn for the horses and the cow. If she didn’t

feed the chickens how could they lay eggs? Without eggs to sell how could she get things
in town, things she had to have to keep the life of the farm going?®
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Round and round they ran, each dog’s nose at the tail of the next dog. In the clearing,
under the snow-laden trees and under the wintry moon they made a strange picture,
running thus silently, in a circle their running had beaten in the soft snow. The dog made

no sound. They ran around and around in the circle. ®
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Her body was frozen stiff when it was found, and the shoulders were so narrow and
the body so slight that in death it looked like the body of some charming young girl.”
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There were four Grimes dogs that had followed Mrs. Grimes into town, all tall gaunt
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fellows....They had been chasing rabbits in the woods and in adjoining fields and in their
ranging had picked up three other farm dogs.®
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No woman had come with the party from town; but one of the men, he was the town

blacksmith, took off his overcoat and spread it over her. Then he gathered her into his
arms and started off to town, all the others following silently. At that time no one

knew who she was.®™
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It was December and snowing when Mrs.  Ike Marvin — we knew her as Ma Marvin —
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died in the little hollow in the center of Grimes’ woods, about two miles south of our
Ohio town.™
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Two young fellows, the Passley boys, who had been out hunting rabbits brought the
news into town. They had stumbled upon the poor woman’s body, all covered with snow
as they tramped through Grimes’ woods, or perhaps their dog had found it.®
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DSOE]AFI S HITERIT D %, ZDRD DODLELRD LI E DO T OFIFITIHE W,

And we all closed up the stores and went out to Grimes’ Woods. Even women who had
no babies to look after went. ™
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There was the white, half frozen little old figure, pitched a little forward (she had
stopped to rest, sitting on the ground by a little piles of stones) and ..."
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We all stood about for a long time before some men, directed by Ben Lewis, got a barn
door from a nearby barn, put the dead woman’s body upon it and tramped off to the

Marvin place, two more miles away.
It was said later about town that they found but two of the Marvin men at home and

they both drunk and quarreling.®
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o HDOERJEDEDH, WED OBEANDIFUDIT b, BRETLELEIEGLTVL, B8F 5 B
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The butcher said something about her husband and her son, swore at them, and the old
woman stared at him, a look of mild surprise in her eyes as he talked. He said that if
either the husband or the son were going to get any of the liver or the heavy bones with
scraps of meat hanging to them that he had put into the grain bag, he’d see him starve
first. @
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Starve, eh? Well, things had to be fed. Men had to be fed, and the horses that weren’t
any good but maybe could be traded off, and the poor thin cow that hadn’t given any
milk for three months. Horses, cows, pigs, dogs, men. ®
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Erich Fromm (& The Art of Loving DT, RMEJFE & XHEA (the motherly and
fatherly principle ) IZ3N T, WFEFDEVWEARD L S ICHHL TV 5,

Motherly love by its nature is unconditional. Mother loves the newborn infant because
1t is her child, not because the child has any specific expectation....Unconditional love
corresponds to one of the deepest longings, not only of the child, but of every human
being; on the otherhand, to be loved because of one’s merit, because one deserves it,
always leaves doubt;... ®
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She might have gone around by the road, but it was a mile farther that way. She was
afraid she couldn’t make it. And then, besides, the stock had to be fed. ®
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With the pack on her back she went painfully along across an open field, wading in the

deep snow, and got into the woods.
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There was a path, but it was hard to follow. Just beyond the top of the hill, where
the woods was thickest, there was a small clearing. Had someone once thought of building

a house there? The clearing was as large as a building lot in town, large enough for a

house and a garden.
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BRickd-T, BISRB L b, KicBBT L b, LI LS, THOWFLINTOBVER L O
TWd, LU, 145%D i Mary 721313, Ted OB#E & L THICA XA %, H5H. B3
Ted EMOHT—HEICT SN > TEVEID, O AH L s¥ 5, Th%xREE Louise
BB EALD T S > 7T, Ted M5, ‘Oh, Ted, you mustn’t. You mustn’'t run hard,
climb trees, ride horses. The least shock to you may do it.” ® Z#iEREDS Ted ot LT W
DHENTLTOWIFETH » 1o,

You should have more sense, Mother,...You mustn’'t do it any more. Don’t you ever do
it again.

If he is to have but a few years of life, they shall not spoil what he is to have. Why

should they make him die, over and over, day after day?
Life, what is it worth? Is death the most terrible thing? ®

PIEB, B3 5 Mary BRHCH LT FHBA S, BREEZEZ TV L TH B,
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They (= Mary and Ted) continued doing things that had been forbidden Ted to do, but
no one protested, and, a year or two later, when he died, he died during the night in his
bed. @

ftf. Ted DEFEZMEN TV SDIZ LIcDId, Mary DI TH - 1o, BEPMOERE B 13, Ted
DRI LOMDHEEZ, Ted DAYDOEH R TH L, BEELNB V. Gr s lid, HoHE
Ted DD &7 5F DL AEERT L EAE2FLTHLOL ANV, Mary I i385Ic%t 4
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It was, she finally thought, because having to die his kind of death, he never had to

make the surrender his brother had made — to be sure of possessions, success, his time
to command — would never have to face the more subtle and terrible death that had come

to his older brother. ®
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