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ASAKAWA Kan’ichi’s Homecoming
as a Cosmopolitan: 1917-19

Yukimi MASUI

ASAKAWA Kan’ichid 1873-1948[] who left Japan for the United
States as a student in 1895, lived in New Haven most of his
life as a scholar. He received a BA from Dartmouth College in
1899 and a PhD from Yale University in 1902. He started his
career as a lecturer at Dartmouth in the same year and was a pro-
fessor emeritus of Yale when he died in 1948. He came back to
Japan only twice in his life, once in 1906 for one year to collect
Japanese books for Yale University and for the National Diet
Library and again in 1917 for two years to research docu-
ments at University of Tokyo and at various temples and
shrines. Asakawa, like his contemporaries, wrote a diary as a
habit. Although some might have been lost, those written
from 1900 to 1925 and from 1940 to 1948 have been kept in the
Sterling Memorial Library of Yale University. Using the
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diaries written in the period of his second homecoming as a
primary source, | focus on Asakawa as a cosmopolitan in his
native land. | hope this study may reveal some international
aspects of Japanese society during the Taisho era, as well as
some unknown facets of Asakawa himself.
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